CHAPTER XI
THE LAST OF THE JAGBBLLOS
SIGISMUND L was forty years of age when he came to
die throne. A tall, soldierly man, he had spent his early
manhood in administering the affairs of the unimportant
Polish Duchy of Glogow, Ten days after his brother's
death, in 1506, he was elected Grand Duke of Lidiuania,
and in 1507 was crowned King of Poland at Cracow.
Notwithstanding the deep disorder in which his extrava-
gant brothers had left the finances of the kingdom,
Sigismund courageously began his reign by an attempt at
reform. He enlisted the aid of some of the bankers of
Cracow, and, among other things, actually derived a
profit from the Mint.
The situation of Poland, however, effectually pre-
vented any king from paying too exclusive attention to
internal affairs. Sigismund was soon confronted with a
source of grave danger and disloyalty in Lithuania. The
trouble lay in the personality and ambition of Michael
Glinski, a wealthy and influential noble who had been a
loyal servant of Alexander and had served this king so
well that he had been granted possession of half the
territory of Livonia, where he now commanded a strong
following.
Recognizing the danger, Sigismund took an oppor-
tunity of depriving Ivan Glinski, the brother of Michael,
of an appointment which had been provided for him,
and so forced from Michael a demonstration of his
in